
Cultural Institutions

In order to understand Cultural Institutions it is important 
to first understand the meaning of culture and its 

importance in human life or society.

Culture refers to the special quality of human beings which 
help us to make distinction between Human beings and 
animals. The human beings have feelings, thinking and 
capability to act or perform action. Even animals have 
some kind of feelings and they also act in certain 

situations. For example a dog gets the feeling of a stranger 
some kind of feelings and they also act in certain 

situations. For example a dog gets the feeling of a stranger 
and starts barking. But human beings when meet a stranger 
do not bark at him. The difference between a man and a 

dog is that the behaviour of man is rational i.e. well thought 
of which he has learnt. But the behaviour of the dog is 

irrational i.e. not thought over by him and he has not learnt 
what to do when faced with a stranger



Viwes of Malinowski 

• Malinowski says “culture is cumulative creation of 
man through which he has achieved his goals”. 

The cumulative here means that man has over the 
centuries developed life styles, social and cultural 
values, way to live a collective life and made 
several discoveries to develop conditions for better several discoveries to develop conditions for better 
and ordered living. For example the institution of 
marriage and family developed by human beings 
has made the regulation human biological needs 
possible. It means cannot be formed. that these 
institutions tell us where the marital relationship 
can be formed and where 



According to MacIver and 

Page culture includes the 

following:

1. Set patterns of styles: 

2. Social values: 

3. Emotional attachments: 3. Emotional attachments: 

4. Intellectual adventures 



Types of culture

• Material Culture : it consists of all the 
physical products made by man. For 
example tools, techniques, furniture, 
buildings, dams, cars, buses, trains or 
any thing which is created by man on the any thing which is created by man on the 
earth. 

• Non-material culture : includes social 
values, language, norms, folkways, 
mores, religion and religious practices 
and so on. These are mostly behavioural 
things associated with human beings 



According to MacIver and 

Page culture includes the 

following
1.Set patterns of styles: Each and every individual follows a style of living, 

dress, dietary habits and presenting one self in society. For example an 
IAS officer has a different style of living and the common man has a 
different style of living in the society.

2.Social values: Human beings learn to behave and act according to the 
values imparted to them by their elder generations. For example touching 
the feet of elders or bowing before the elders in the family. the feet of elders or bowing before the elders in the family. 

3.Emotional attachments: The human beings are emotional beings and 
cannot live in isolation. Because they have been brought up in a family 
institution and right from their childhood they get related with one 
another. In the process they develop emotional attachments with their 
parents, brothers and sisters and others

4.Intellectual adventures: It means that human beings also educate 
themselves, make innovations and carry on development in the society. 
Adventurism means formulation of action plan for the change in the 
society. If look at human society we find that human beings discovered so 
many things like bulb, telephone, airplane and many other things which 
have added to human comforts. We can also say intellectual adventurism 
is the use of intellectual capacities for discoveries and other innovations. 




